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In an Aug. 28 telegram to members of Nicaragua's recently established National Reconciliation
Commission, the executive board of LA PRENSA announced that the paper is ready to resume
publishing without censorship, as a means to promote national reconciliation. The telegram was
forwarded to commission members Vice President Sergio Ramirez, Cardinal Miguel Obando
y Bravo, Mauricio Diaz, and Gustavo Parajon, and copies were provided for alternates. The
communique stated that LA PRENSA understands fulfillment of the Aug. 7 peace accord obligates
the commissions in all signatory nations to verify accord provisions such as the promulgation of
amnesty procedures, cease-fires, democratization, free elections, and respect for human rights,
which includes the unrestricted freedom of the press, radio and television. Thus, "we communicate
to you that the newspaper LA PRENSA is prepared to publish without prior censorship, thereby
contributing to promoting the long-awaited national reconciliation." The newspaper was closed by
the government on June 26, 1986, shortly after the US Congress approved $100 million in contra aid
bill. Interior Ministry officials claimed the newspaper was acting as a mouthpiece for the interests
of "the aggressive power," alluding to the United States. Meanwhile, President Daniel Ortega
announced the reinforcement and expansion of the state of emergency initiated in March 1982.
Under the state of emergency, the press in Nicaragua has been subject to government censorship
since March 15, 1982. Months before closing LA PRENSA, the government shut down the Church's
official station, RADIO CATOLICA. A Church-government commission is scheduled to meet
this week with the objective of discussing reopening the radio station. At least two of the paper's
previous reporters were accused recently by the pro-Sandinista Nicaraguan Journalists Union
(Union de Periodistas de Nicaragua) of having been recruited by the CIA to work as correspondents
for the contra station RADIO LIBERACION. The journalists named were Alejandro Cordonero
and Enrique Carcia Urbina. The latter had left the country to attend a meeting, while Cordonero
was called in by security forces for questioning. Although he was not arrested, Cordonero said the
Union's accusations constituted an act of persecution. At the time it was shut down, LA PRENSA
employed some 300 persons. (Basic data from AP, 08/29/87)
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